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CELEBRATIONS ACROSS THE DIOCESE AS NEW 
DEACONS AND PRIESTS TAKE UP THEIR PLACES 
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The Revd Canon Dr Chris Palmer, 
who led a retreat at Buckfast Abbey 
for those about to be deaconed, 
preached an inspirational sermon at 
the ordination service on September 
15.

He said: “God is looking for our 
response today – there is no time like 
the present. If there is business God is 
trying to do with you, stop ignoring 

him, talk to someone about it, answer 
God’s call. Today is the day.”

He also told the packed Cathedral 
to focus their ‘spiritual eyes’ beyond 
the new deacons until Jesus came 
into view.

“I’m sure all of you who’ve come here 
today to celebrate their ordination, 
think they’re wonderful. And they are 
wonderful. 

“They are talented, and interesting, 
and committed, and loving – and 
above all they are called by God. But 
they’ve also got their hardships, and 
calamities, and they get sleepless 
nights like St Paul and everyone 
else. And at moments in the coming 
months they will look beleaguered 
and tired and over worked – and even 

disreputable for God.
“My point is this. Like St Paul, they 

would want you to see past them to 
Jesus. To focus your spiritual eyes 
beyond them until Jesus comes into 
view. The greatest tribute you can pay 
to their ministry is not to think that 
they are wonderful, but to see that 
Jesus is wonderful. That will bring joy 
to their hearts.”

Eleven deacons were ordained priest 
in Exeter Cathedral on September 29 
with a further two ordained by the 
Bishop of Ebbsfleet in St Michael’s 
Church, Heavitree and St Peter’s, 
Plymouth during the same weekend.

See Page 2 for a full list of the 
deacons and priests and where they 
will serve. 

There are ten new deacons 
and thirteen new priests in 
the Diocese of Exeter, and the 
new Canon Chancellor of the 
Cathedral has urged more 
people to consider whether 
God is calling them to ministry.
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WELCOME TO NEW DEACONS AND PRIESTS

REVVING UP IN SUPPORT OF HISTORIC CHURCHES
A trio of diocesan motorcyclists took to 
the roads to ride nearly 200 miles around 
the periphery of Devon to raise funds for 
the Devon Historic Churches Trust.

Stephen Hancock, Diocesan 
Secretary, Preb Nick Shutt, the acting 
Archdeacon of Plymouth and Kevin 
Baxter, parish treasurer of St Mary the 
Virgin, Walkhampton, donned their full 
motorbike gear and set out to visit eight 
churches across the Diocese.

Their criteria were specific: the churches 
would be open; and they would be 
offering refreshments and / or a toilet. The 
reality was somewhat different.

Preb Nick said: “The first church we visited 
was St Mary Magdalene’s in Torquay where we were 
treated to tea and cake. Then we went to Clyst St Mary 
where we enjoyed more refreshments with the Revd Sid 
Humphries and his team. 

“The day then took on a few unexpected turns as we 
came across closed churches, a church where a wedding 

was about to start and a church located so close to a 
roundabout that we decided to motor on instead. Our 
last church of the day was St Mary’s Walkhampton where 
we enjoyed celebratory tea and cake.”

More than £400 has been raised from the trip, and you 
can donate by visiting www.justgiving/nick-shutt-dhct 

Stephen Hancock, Nick Shutt and Kevin Baxter make a well-earned pit stop!

The new deacons and where they will serve:

Timothy Paul Collins
Benefice of Dawlish, Cofton and Starcross

Reuben Verity Crossley 
Benefice of Charles with Saint Matthias Plymouth

Dr Andrew Paul Langley
Benefice of Dartmouth and Dittisham

Ann Elizabeth Lewis 
Benefice of Ilfracombe, Lee, Woolacombe,
Bittadon and Mortehoe

Janet Margaret May
Benefice of Burrington, Chawleigh, Cheldon,
Chulmleigh, Meshaw, Romansleigh, Thelbridge,
Wembworthy with Eggesford, Witheridge with
Creacombe, East Worlington, and West Worlington

Justin Marc Montague
Benefice of Tiverton Saint George and Saint Paul

Timothy David Partridge
Benefice of St Andrew Plymouth

Carl Amar Robinson
Exeter Network Church

Sarah Jane Sharland 
Benefice of Plympton St Mary and Plympton St
Maurice

Helen Georgina Sherlock
Benefice of Alphington, Shillingford Saint George
and Ide and with Unlimited Church.

 Those ordained Priests by the Bishop of
Exeter in Exeter Cathedral on Saturday 29
September:

Judith Ann Blowey 
Benefice of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brent Tor

Darryl Lee Cree 
Benefice of Plymouth Emmanuel, St Paul Efford,
and St Augustine

Simon John Hitchcock 
Benefice of Seaton and Beer

Marc Richard Kerslake
Benefice of Whimple, Talaton, Clyst Saint Lawrence
and Clyst Hydon

Kimberley Rebecca Lovell
Benefice of St Jude Plymouth

Russell Dean Morgan
Benefice of Cullompton

Huw Deiniol Ryden
Benefice of Littleham cum Exmouth with
Lympstone

Thomas William Newton Simpson
Benefice of Fremington, Instow and Westleigh

Armynel Belinda Speed-Andrews 
Benefice of Newton Tracey, Horwood, Alverdiscott,
Huntshaw, Yarnscombe, Tawstock, Atherington,
High Bickington, Roborough, St Giles in the Wood,
and Beaford

Martyn Christopher Tyrrell
Benefice of Shirwell, Loxhore, Kentisbury, East
Down with Arlington, Bratton
Fleming, Challacombe and Stoke Rivers

Fiona Clare Wimsett 
Benefice of Staverton with Landscove,
Littlehempston, Buckfastleigh and Dean Prior and
Chaplain to Stover School.
 
Those ordained Priest by the Bishop
of Ebbsfleet in St Michael’s Heavitree on
Saturday 29 September:

Alexander Hobbs
Benefice of Heavitree and St Mary Steps.

Those ordained Priest by the Bishop of
Ebbsfleet in St Peter’s Plymouth on Sunday
30 September:

David John Walker Watson 
Benefice of St Peter and the Holy Apostles,
Plymouth.

Please pray for all those ordained in 
September as they embark upon the 
next phase of their ministry in our 
Diocese.



Spotlight on Andrew Langley
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This month, we chat to a new deacon in the Diocese of Exeter, the Revd Dr 
Andrew Langley. A former horn player with the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, Dr Langley will serve his curacy in Dartmouth and Dittisham.

Was your Christian faith kindled from birth by church-
going parents or was it more of a Damascus road 
experience?
I was fortunate enough to grow up in a Christian home 
and right from the start I had a happy mixture of church 
experience. At the age of five weeks I was baptised by 
the Methodists, I went to a Sunday School run by the 
Plymouth Brethren and to Boys Brigade with the Baptists. 
But when we went on holiday, for a special treat, we were 
allowed to go to an Anglican church. 
 
What was your previous job 
and when did you first feel 
called to ordination?
I studied at the Royal College 
of Music before joining the 
Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra as a horn player. 
However, after ten years as 
a professional horn player I 
had a sense I was supposed 
to do something different. 
At the time the only other 
thing I could do, or was 
qualified to do, was surf and 
teach surfing, so that’s what 
I did! Eventually I ended 
up in Hawaii where I was 
introduced to a missionary 
to the islands. Over the next 
few years that I was there, 
I began to realise, with the 
missionary’s help, that this sense that I was supposed to do 
something different was part of the process of discerning 
a call to ordained ministry in the Church of England. 

What / who sustains you in your ministry?
Without my family I’m not sure I’d last the distance; they 
give me the perspective I might otherwise lose sight of.

When / where do you feel at your most spiritual?
I find that listening to sacred choral music helps me feel 

spiritual, I used to love services at Merton College where 
I did a placement because the music was superb. But 
jogging first thing in the morning on the coast path is 
pretty good as well!

What do you think is the most important aspect of being 
an ordained minister?
As well as maintaining a witness through church services, 
spending time with people in the benefice and then 
responding in a timely yet comprehensive way to their 
needs. The best way to learn what their needs are is to 

spend time with them and, let’s 
face it, responding to need is 
a highly effective method of 
communication. 

Are there areas in the Church of 
England that need to be changed 
/ adapted in the great work of 
growing the Kingdom in the 21st 
century?
What I love about the Church 
of England is its diversity. And 
providing it keeps hold of the 
common aim of drawing others to 
Christ so that he might be known 
or known better, it doesn’t matter 
what one’s preferences might be 
in terms of worship style. As long 
as it’s based on the life of Christ 
as revealed in the Bible, that 
diversity is its strength. 

What book are you currently reading?
I’ve usually got two or three on the go, so at the moment 
I’m coming to the end of Peter Frankopan’s ‘Silk Roads’ 
which is fascinating. Having been recommended James 
Rebanks’ ‘The Shepherd’s Life’ by two people in as many 
months, the first was my fellowship group tutor at Wycliffe, 
Liz Hoare, and the second was Chris Palmer who led the 
deacons’ retreat at Buckfast Abbey last week, I thought I’d 
really better read it and I’m so glad I have, it is superb. 



As the Polish writer Czeslaw Milosz once put 
it, “The living owe it to those who no longer 
can speak to tell their story for them.”   At 
this time of year we remember the story 
of those who sacrificed their lives for our 

freedom.  For, as Jesus tells us: “You can have no greater 
love than this, than to lay down your life for your friends.”  
We pause to remember all those who in the two World 
Wars, and conflicts since, have given their todays for 
our tomorrows. And this year, of course, our national 
remembering focuses particularly on those who died in 
the First World War, which ended 100 years ago.

In September 1914 Laurence Binyon wrote his poem 
“For the Fallen”, with words so familiar that perhaps we 
have stopped listening to them: “Age shall not weary 

them, nor the years condemn”.    In that line, the poem 
reminds us of two things.  First that war is, and always 
has been, predominantly the business of youngsters: 
tragically they die before they have a chance to live and 
love.   Secondly, those who have died have left us the 
task of creating the sort of world that will give meaning 
and purpose to their deaths.

Faced with the relentless misery of world news, it is 
too tempting to embrace the cynicism of the book of 
Ecclesiastes: “all is vanity”.  But abandonment of hope is 
no Christian virtue.  The Gospel is founded on faith and 
hope and love.  Those are our weapons to fight for the 
coming of God’s Kingdom.  

Remembering is another such weapon.   In 
remembering, we do not glorify war, 
nor commemorate only those of our 
own nation.   In remembering, we 
recognise the common humanity of 
all who have served and died, and all 
who have been injured or traumatised 
by war.  We remember current conflicts, 
and offer prayer for those who serve, 
those who flee, and all whose lives and 
loved ones are caught up in wars they 
did not start.  

Thank God for November, our chance 
to remember: an act of unity and 
solidarity in the face of conflict; a sign 
of our commitment to change.

The Very Revd Jonathan Greener
Dean of Exeter
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November: A Month to 
Remember  


